University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

2-2-1996

Hard-Kine Opponent of Demilitarization Assumes
Top Military Post in Honduras
LADB Staff

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
LADB Staff. "Hard-Kine Opponent of Demilitarization Assumes Top Military Post in Honduras." (1996).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/12117

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 55793
ISSN: 1054-8890

Hard-Kine Opponent of Demilitarization Assumes Top
Military Post in Honduras
by LADB Staff
Category/Department: Honduras
Published: 1996-02-02
Col. Mario Hung Pacheco, former head of the army and of the Public Security Forces (Fuerzas de
Seguridad Publica, FUSEP), was sworn in on Jan. 26 to a three-year term as chief of the armed forces.
He takes over in the midst of heightened tensions between the civilian government of President
Carlos Roberto Reina and the military following the government's prosecution of military officers
for human rights abuses and in reaction to Reina's demilitarization policies.
When the military relinquished control of the government to civilians in 1982 after 20 years
of de facto military rule, it held on to key centers of power, including FUSEP and the criminal
investigation service, and thus retained primary if not dominant influence over the government.
With his inauguration in January 1994, Reina promised to place the military firmly under civilian
control through a series of bold measures, including the reduction in military- force levels from over
33,000 in 1994 to its present 14,000; the reduction in the military budget, which in 1994 was over US
$35 million or 30% of the national budget; and the elimination of the office that Hung now holds
chief of the armed forces (see NotiSur, 06/17/94).
Reina has said publicly that Hung will be the last military chief of the armed forces. A bill to amend
the Constitution eliminating the office and placing the armed forces directly under the Ministry
of Defense has already passed the National Assembly and is expected to be ratified this year. The
Assembly is also expected to ratify another amendment this year that will abolish FUSEP. The
Assembly abolished conscription in June 1994, against strong opposition within the military high
command led by Hung (see NotiSur, 06/03/94). Also eliminated was the secret criminal investigation
unit (Direccion Nacional de Investigaciones, DNI), which has repeatedly been accused of human
rights violations. In its place, the Assembly created the Direccion de Investigacion Criminal (DIC),
which is a department of the Public Ministry (see NotiSur, 02/03/95).
The military's power has also been curtailed by the loss of its control over the merchant marine,
the civil aviation authority, the immigration department, and the telephone company (Empresa
Hondurena de Telecomunicaciones, HONDUTEL). Legislators have often accused the military
of skimming money from HONDUTEL the most profitable company in Honduras to augment its
budget. HONDUTEL passed to civilian control on Jan. 23, with the appointment of Arturo Morales
as manager. He replaces Mario Maldonado, a former military officer who was shifted to the post of
vice minister of the Planning Ministry. Changes in the membership of the board of directors are also
designed to weaken military influence over the management of the company.
At the same time that Hung took over his new post, police Col. Julio Cesar Chavez took over as
commander of the police. He is the first nonmilitary commander of the force, which had been under
military control since 1963. Despite the pruning back of military power and influence, outgoing
armed forces chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua said, "I do not believe for a moment that I am handing
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Hung a weak institution." Referring to the loss of HONDUTEL and other nonmilitary entities,
Discua said, "What the armed forces have done is just give up what should not have been in
the hands of the military." Throughout his tenure, Discua often proclaimed his commitment to
submitting the military to civilian control.
As for Hung, he is generally considered to be the leader of the intransigent hard-line element in the
military hierarchy, and, like Discua, he has been accused by human rights organizations of having
taken part in the disappearances of the 1980s. He opposed all of Reina's demilitarization initiatives
and was one of the most intractable opponents of civilian control. He achieved special notoriety in
1994 by openly challenging Reina's demilitarization policy. But none of that was apparent in his
acceptance speech. "Under my command, I promise that the armed forces will engage in dialogue
with all sectors, respect human rights, and accept the supremacy of civilian authority," said Hung.
At the same time, however, he made it clear that he thought the changes imposed on the military
had gone far enough. During his tenure as chief, he said, there would be no more important
reforms. He quickly promoted a number of officers who have also opposed demilitarization and the
indictments of military officers in connection with the 1980s' disappearances (see NotiSur 08/04/95,
08/25/95, 11/03/95 and 12/15/95). But in the first confrontation between the military and the Reina
administration after Hung took over, the Treasury Ministry refused to accede to the military's
request for a sharp increase in its 1996 budget from US$34 million to US$40 million.
The increase, according to the military high command, is needed to cover a proposed salary raise
aimed at attracting recruits. "We believe that the budget of the armed forces is sufficiently large to
take care of those needs," said Treasury vice minister Gabriela Nunez. Since conscription ended,
military leaders have warned that it will be impossible to fill the ranks without salaries that at least
equal the minimum wage. "The possibility of offering the minimum wage to the young men who
perform military service is something that should have been considered in the armed forces budget
before it was submitted to the Treasury Ministry," said Nunez. "I believe that they [the military]
have the means and the ability to utilize the resources that have already been approved." (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias Spanish News Service, 01/23/96, 01/24/96; Inter Press Service,
01/26/96; Agence France-Presse, 01/27/96; Reuter, 01/25/96, 01/27/96, 01/30/96)
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